[Past hepatitis B virus infection and demyelinating multiphasic disease: casual or causal relationship?].
The relationship between hepatitis B virus and hepatitis B vaccine with central nervous system demyelinating diseases is controversial. We describe two male patients, who in their 70's developed recurrent pictures of acute demyelinating diseases. The first one had recurrent acute disseminated encephalomyelitis (diplopia, paraparesis and urinary retention) and the second one recurrent transverse myelitis (paraparesis and urinary retention). The cerebrospinal fluid test showed mononuclear pleocytosis with negative oligoclonal bands in both patients. Visual evocated potentials were normal. Magnetic resonance imaging (T2-WI and FLAIR) showed hyperintense lesions located in the brain and spinal cord in the first case and only in the spinal cord in the second. With negative antigenemia, antibodies against hepatitis B core and hepatitis B surface antigens were positive in both patients. No patient had been vaccinated for nor had suffered symptomatic hepatic disease. In the second patient, there was an almost total remission of the symptoms with periodic treatment with immunoglobulins. We recommend hepatitis B virus infection investigation in all patients with central nervous system demyelinating disease.